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Directors Meet At 2-Day Conference

Approximately 30 childcare directors and other early childhood professionals met at North Bend State Park for our state two-day conference, “A Season for Growth”  on September 30 and October 1, 2004.

 Sessions were held during the first day to update directors on the Apprenticeship for Child Development Specialist Program, immunization, and a licensing update.


The second day, we enjoyed a motivational workshop called “Motivate Teachers” in which we learned strategies for motivating, and retaining quality staff. 


Also part of the conference were opportunities to relax, enjoy the beautiful fall environment of North Bend State Park, and to connect socially with other directors from around the state.  A great conference!

WVCCU Officers Elected


The business meeting of WVCCU was held Thursday evening of the Seasons for Growth Conference.  Jean Hawkes was elected Vice President and Mary Quick was elected Secretary.  Helen Post-Brown and Tammy LaBarge each still have another year in their terms as President and Treasurer respectively.


In other business, it was decided to hire (share the cost with WVAYC) Pat McGill, our lobbyist, to present at the Celebrating Connections Conference in February.  She will share information on developments affecting early childhood/child care in the legislature.  Also, WVCCU will be setting up a booth at  Children’s Day at the Legislature as well as Celebrating Connections Conference.  A committee is being formed (chaired by Randy Bridgette of River Valley) to make a plan for lobbying to get reimbursement rates from DHHR increased.  
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Important Dates:
Feb 15, 2005 Children’s Policy Forum: Charleston House, Charleston, WV
Feb. 16, 2005  Children’s Day at the Legislature:  We will set up our display and have a chance to meet with legislators as well as to sit in on a session.

Feb 23 – 25, 2005  Celebrating Connections Conference at the Civic Center in Charleston:  WVCCU will sponsor Pat McGill, lobbyist, to speak on issues relating to children in the legislature.  We will also have our display set up to speak with prospective members.

March 9 -10, 2005  Spring General Meeting & Head Start Workshops.
Country Inn Suites, Beckley, WV

304-252-5100. 

BENEFITS OF MEMBERSHIP


All directors of licensed childcare centers as well as other concerned professionals are invited and encouraged to join WVCCU.  The benefits are many.  Full membership entitles you to vote at meetings and to be on  the mailing list to hear about meetings where important information is exchanged that will affect you and your center.  You will have access to a network of directors, as well as to the membership area of the WVCCU website.  Professional development opportunities and resources will be available to you, plus you can add your voice to a group that advocates for quality childcare in our state.  Please take a minute and complete the form below and send with your check to the address indicated.

Check out our website at www.wvccu.com  to learn more and to join the listserve.
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WVCCU Membership Application 2005
Director/Affiliate:  _____________________________________________________________________

Organization/Agency:  __________________________________________________________________

Address:  ________________________________________City/State/Zip:  ________________________

Phone:  ____________________________  Email:  ___________________________________________

How many children is your center licensed for?  ____________

Dues are based on your licensed capacity.  Circle the dues that apply to you.


Under 30 children - $25                        
30 to 50 children - $30

Over 50 children - $35
Affiliate - $20  (Some affiliate members may not have voting rights.)

Contribute to the Norma Gray Fund:  _____$10   _____$50   _____$100   _____Other

Enclose your check for dues and/or contribution and mail to the following address:  WVCCU, PO Box 13423, Charleston, WV  25360
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Norma Gray Fund


	When the WVCCU was founded 3 years ago, the Norma Gray Fund was established as a fund to help center directors in their professional development.  A committee is working on establishing the details, but began the fund by asking for donations on the membership form.  By giving to this fund, you may be helping a colleague to enhance her skills.
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